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- Jakob von Weizsäcker

Introduction
Why do we need a Europe wide 
public broadcasting and news 
service?

Radio services and the propaganda spread by them, i.e., the “fake news” of 
the time formed a key element in the rise of major totalitarian ideologies and 
dictatorships. Today in the early 21st century, we live in the era of information 
societies where the newly-developed Internet-based technologies are already 
being replaced by solutions driven by artificial intelligence. Thus, it is the EU’s 
fundamental interest to develop a modern public service media portfolio 
in order to prevent the distribution of fake news, as well as to reinforce the 
European identity and Europe’s geopolitical role. 
Anti-EU and extremist fake news are constantly aired in national media outlets. 
Unfortunately, the source of such fake news and instigating propaganda is the 
government-controlled media in certain EU member states.
There is a fundamental need for a European media which is independent both 
from the national governments and the advertising revenue coming from the 
market. Financed by the European taxpayers’ money, such an EU-owned and 
controlled media could provide correct information for European citizens, 
without any political bias or market pressure. The EPBNS could function as a 
classic public service and, as such, it would not violate European competition 
laws since it would draw no revenue from advertisers and sponsors.
The EPBNS could fully comply with the so-called classic BBC guidelines of 
“ integrity, impartiality, objectivity”; principles which have completely disappeared 
from the public media in Hungary, for example.

We just witnessed what an election in a post-factual filter bubble 
looks like. While not the only reason, this is a key reason why 
we urgently need a strong and trustworthy media to foster an 
enlightened and facts based European public sphere.”
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About US

Our Foundation
PROSUM Foundation is a not-for-profit foundation to help the 
betterment of the community of the European countries and civil 
society. PROSUM adopts projects and undertakings which are in line 
with its declared goals. The Foundation partners with organizations, 
civil society groups, interest groups, stakeholder organizations, etc. 
and provides them with strategy and action in an integrated approach 
to communication and public relations in order to strengthen their 
position and achieve their goals. With each undertaking, PROSUM 
looks for the right combination of media and communication strategy, 
stakeholder approach and political lobbying.

Our objectives
Our objective is to launch a pan-European civil campaign to bring 
in front of the European decision makers the establishment of the 
European Public News Service. We believe that this is an essential 
institution to secure the future of a harmonized and strong European 
Union.

To fight government propaganda

Western European national media outlets are also flooded by anti-
EU and extremist fake news contents. In certain EU member states, 
the source of the fake news and the instigating propaganda is the 
government-controlled media. The Brexit is an unfortunate and early 
example of how fake news can be spread via modern technologies, 
thus allowing for influencing society.
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To fight international and 
domestic fake news

Fake news may be spread by non-European 
sources funded by countries hostile to 
Europe for economic or geopolitical reasons, 
or by sources within Europe, too. The latter 
typically involves the governments of the 
particular countries generating fake news 
at the taxpayers’ expense. This is a serious 
concern for all conscious citizens, regardless of 
their political views – liberal or conservative, 
pro-right or pro-left – as long as they hold 
democratic values in high regard.
Political decision makers of the post-Brexit era 
must understand the responsibil
ity that the appearance of new technologies 
provides more efficient means than ever to 
influence public opinion.

To ensure balanced objective 
news

This multi-layer problem is so grave that 
it cannot be solved at the national level. 
Market forces are unable to counterbalance 
the totalitarian behaviour of a government 
since such governments can employ various 
means to control the advertisement and other 
revenues of the market-based media. I believe 
that the European Union has a real mission 
and role in this area. The real solution can only 
be a European Public Broadcasting and News 
Service (EPBNS) – which national broadcasting 
authorities would be obliged to operate in 
each and every EU member state.
The media authorities, broadcasting 
organizations, etc. of EU member states 
would be obliged to provide free broadcasting 
opportunities, frequencies, etc. for the various 

EPBNS divisions by following the principle 
of allowing access for all EU citizens to 
these programmes free of charge, as their 
fundamental right.

To strengthen European 
identity

Furthermore, we must not ignore the fact that 
Europe is struggling with an identity crisis. 
The establishment of a European public 
service media would also create an excellent 
opportunity for European nations to reinforce 
their European culture and identity and get a 
deeper insight into each other’s cultures. For 
example, the EPBNS’ entertainment division 
would only broadcast the quality pieces of 
European film heritage and contemporary 
motion picture art (similarly to the practice of 
BBC or PBS).
Regardless if they come from a non-EU or an 
EU country, the distributors of fake news are 
using false information to break the European 
identity. States and politicians believing in 
European values and community should 
consider the preservation of the European 
identity as one of their primary tasks, in 
which the fight against fake news could be 
instrumental. Similarly to how Radio Free 
Europe was fighting against Soviet fake news 
and brainwashing, these front lines exist in 
today’s era as well. In fact, the proliferation of 
communication channels allows them to exert 
an exponential impact on our societies.
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Organizational 
framework

Financed by the European taxpayers’ 
money, such an EU-owned and controlled 
media service could provide correct 
information for European citizens, 
without any political bias or market 
pressure. Similarly to BBC World Service 
and the former Radio Free Europe, 
the EPBNS would broadcast in all EU 
languages and its activities would be 
controlled by the European Commission 
and an EU-appointed supervisory 
committee consisting of professionals 
fully independent from the national 
government in each country. This 
supervisory committee would not be 
dependant on national governments 
in any way; its work could not be 
influenced in any manner by the national 
government, the media authority, etc. Its 
impartiality would be overseen by the 
relevant Commissioner, Directorate of the 
EC. Of course, it is necessary to conduct 
the proper debates on the establishment 
and operation of such media. There is a 
potential solution where programming 
and production would be done in a) 
a European centre putting out global 
and European news programmes and 
b) in national centres producing the 
programmes for particular countries. 
The latter would be overseen by the EU-

appointed national supervisory committees. 
In addition to the news programmes, national 
producers would put out live programmes, 
studio discussions, documentaries and 
cultural programmes in line with the country’s 
traditions, providing equal access for the 
various groups of the society. The national 
division’s management, programming and 
recruitment of production staff would be 
controlled by the national supervisory 
committee while the operative budget would 
be provided by the EU directly (not via the 
national governments). The EPBNS could have 
a television, radio and online division. The 
media authorities, broadcasting organizations, 
etc. of EU member states would be obliged 
to provide free broadcasting opportunities, 
frequencies, etc. for the various EPBNS 
divisions by following the principle of allowing 
access for all EU citizens to these programmes 
free of charge, as their fundamental right.

Institutional solution
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Public funding

Similarly to BBC and other public service media 
outlets, EPBNS would be funded by European 
taxpayers. It would be a significant amount but 
still probably infinitesimal compared to the 
costs incurred through the fake news and the 
anti-EU propaganda. Initially, the EPBNS could 
be financed from the EU funds withheld from 
states not complying with the principles of the 
rule of law.
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Operation of the 
campaign

We welcome 
partners and 
supporters

In our endeavour, we 
welcome public, private, non-
governmental partners and 
supporters since we envision 
this campaign in the broadest 
possible way, since this is 
a serious concern for all 
conscious citizens, regardless 
of their political views – liberal 
or conservative, pro-right or 
pro-left – as long as they hold 
democratic values in high 
regard.
We accept both organizational, 
in-kind and financial support. 
Our foundation is registered 
in Brussels and able to accept 
donations. 

…it cannot be solved 
at national level….the 
European Union has a 
real mission and role in 
this area.”

- Dr. István Teplán

We hope to raise funds from public and private 
sources to launch a campaign in the European 
media, social media and to organize on one hand 
academic and professional discourse (round table 
panels, conferences, etc.) and mass rallies in 
several European cities to achieve our objectives 
and to generate public support and to mount 
pressure on the decision makers to achieve our 
objectives to establish a European public network. 
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Fake News Monitor

Fake news is a fabricated information 
that hides among news media content in 
form but not in organizational process or 
intent. Early detection of fake news is of 
extreme importance as the spread of such 
information with questionable credibility my 
have devastating consequences: it weakens 
public trust in governments, but also has 
potential impact on the public’s economical 
decisions. Fake news detection systems aim 
to assist users in detecting and filtering 
out varieties of potentially deceptive 
news. There are two major categories 
of methods that emerged: Linguistic 

Approaches in which the content of deceptive 
messages are extracted and analysed to 
associate language patterns with deception; 
and Network Approaches in which network 
information, such as message metadata or 
structured knowledge network queries can 
be harnessed to provide aggregate deception 
measures. However, visual based cues shown 
to be important predictor for fake news 
propaganda. In the social media, generally 
three major aspects may be contextualized: 
user networks, users and generated 
posts. Experiments of academic research show 
the effectiveness of deep learning-based 
methods, while the most powerful ones being 
multi-modal methods that combine visual, 
linguistic, network and many other features of 
news articles or social media posts.
Our goal is to build a fake-news detection 
platform, including both expert- (news 
organizations), crowd-sourcing- (readers, social 
network users) and computational-oriented 
(multi-modal deep learning algorithms) 
fact-checking approaches. The platform 
provides substantially better detection 
accuracy than state-of-the-art fake news 
detection applications for mobile devices and 
desktop computers. We intend to research 
and develop software necessary to achieve 
such a deception detection-platform in close 
cooperation with the Institute for Computer 
Science and Control of the Hungarian Academy 
of Sciences.
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Facts “The vast majority of 
Europeans see fake news 
as a problem in their 
country and for democracy 
in general”

Perceived impact of  Fake News

“A large majority of respondents think that the existence of fake news is a problem in their 
country, at least to some extent (85%). This includes 44% who think it is ‘definitely’ a problem and 
41% who see it as a problem ‘to some extent’. A minority of respondents do not see fake news as 
a problem in their country – either ‘not really’ (9%) or ‘definitely not’ (3%).”
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- Figures & texts: Fake news and disinformation online 
  (Flash Eurobarometer 464, 2018)

Views on the impact of fake news on democracy in 
general are consistent across Member States. The 
proportion that thinks it is a problem (at least to some 
extent) ranges from 89% in Cyprus to 74% in Estonia.
There is more variation when looking at the proportion 
that think it is ‘definitely’ a problem. More than half of 
respondents say this in eight Member States: Cyprus 
(67%), Greece, Malta, Bulgaria (all 60%), Italy, Romania 
(both 58%), Hungary (55%) and Spain (54%). However, 
only 27% of respondents in Denmark and Estonia think 
it is definitely a problem for democracy in general.”
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Message from 
the President

Europe is at the cross-roads and we are experiencing a 
critical moment in history. Most of the citizens of Europe 
want to  to preserve the values on which the EU was 
founded, but there are forces  who want to replace these 
values with something entirely different. We as a European 
community sailing through dire straits to uncertainty and 
disequilibrium, between the Scylla of our community 
falling apart into hostile nation states and Charybdis of a 
crisis-struck chaotic continent with no identity.
In the information age we all believe that the freedom 
of  information and expression  give people the power 
to build  a global community and bring the world closer 
together. News and opinion, true and fake, reach billions 

Dr. István Teplán
President, Co-Founder

Dr. István Teplán is an economic 
historian, sociologist and educator; 
educated in Hungary and the USA.

He was one of the founders of the 
Central European University (CEU) and 
as Executive Vice President he served 
CEU between 1992 and 2007. He served as 
the Director General of the Government 
Center for Public Administration of 
Hungary, and was a board member 
of the European Institute of Public 
Administration.
He was the founding Director General 
of the Hungarian National Institute for 
Environment and served as the appointed 
Envoy for the Budapest Water Summit, 
held in October 2013 in Budapest. 
As a scholar he contributed to the book, 
Budapest and New York, Studies in 
Metropolitan Transformation 1870-1930.

of people around the world, however connecting 
people  is not enough. We have to be able to 
counter the misuse of the tools available to spread 
information. Fake news stories can not only polarize 
different groups within a nation but also affect 
international relations.
The so-called ‘digital wildfires’, that is, unreliable 
information going viral online (aka fake news) is one 
of the biggest threats faced by society.
The most common fake stories we hear about 
revolve around politics, but we cannot undermine 
the impact that fake news stories have have on 
society in general.

One of the main concerns of fake news stories 
is that they can polarize society, during political 
events. They are socially, ethnically and religiously 
divisive.  These poisonous claims, along with  fake 
stories, worsen the divisions in society and pull 
cultures within the nation even further apart.

Non democratic governments always used state 
controlled media to spread  their propaganda in 
order to tighten their grip on power. But now they 
have an entirely new set of tools though media 
monopoly, social media, employing armies of fake 
news creators to influence social opinion. The 
recent report of the Council of Europe paints a 
very grim picture about this  area. Unfortunately 
there are countries in Europe where we can see a 
complete monopolization of the public and private 
media by governments, which in return spread fake 
news unscrupously.

The Prosum Foundation was established by 
concerned citizens to bring this issue into the public 
discourse and to mount pressure on the European 
decision makers to establish a publicly funded, 
reliable and impartial trans-European public media. 
We call on every European citizen who shares this 
concern to join our effort.
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Introducing Our Founders

PROSUM has an increasing circle of experts and extensive network of partner institutions 
providing the best support for each project it adopts. PROSUM is especially focused on helping 
and representing the interest of the so-called new member states of the European Union in order 
to accelerate the elimination of the social and economic gap between the countries of the EU and 
to ensure a harmonized development for all citizens of the European Union.

We are concerned European citizens who 
invite fellow citizens to work for together for  
abeter future. ”

Levente Nagy-Pál Szilárd Szélpál Szilvia Kecsmár
CEO, Co-Founder CFO, Co-Founder Co-Founder

He is a former world class athlete 
and sociologist, graduated at 
the West Chester University of 
Pennsylvania in the USA. He is 
a founder and general director 
of a e-learning provider startup 
company.

He is an environmental and 
land development manager, 
environmental specialist in 
law, agricultural engineer, food 
technology engineer.

She is a freelance writer and media 
informatics specialist, graduated at 
the University of Szeged in Hungary 
and at the University of Paris  – 
Sorbonne in France.
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- Jakob von Weizsäcker and André Wilkens 
   (Der Spiegel, 2017)

21%
Tend not to trust

- Fake news and disinformation online
  (Flash Eurobarometer 464, 2018)

How much do you trust or not the news and information you access through Television  (EU 28)

“Television is the most trusted source of news and information in ten countries and in most of the other countries 
it is the second most trusted. However, in Spain, France, Italy, Luxembourg and Poland, television is the third most 
trusted source of news and information (after radio and written press) and in Greece it is only the fourth most 
trusted.”

12%
Totally trust

54%
Tend to trust

8%
Do not trust at all

5%
Don’t know

Selected quotations from European media

“…the EBC would not be, and should not be perceived 
to be, a propaganda instrument of the European 
Union. Firm safeguards will need to be put in place 
to ensure its independence and impartiality and this 
should be an integral part of its governance structure.”
“To establish a new media company, and to attract new 
users from all demographic and social groups across 
Europe, is certainly a mammoth task, and we are well 
aware of this. But there is a great deal at stake. This is 
about identity, democracy, freedom and the future of 
the European model.”
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